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2011 Service Award for Migrant Recruiter  
Linda Aranda, Migrant Specialist and Chris Pena, Migrant Recruiter ðEducation Service Center, Region VI  

 

In keeping with the goal of fostering excellence in Migrant Education, the Association for Migrant Educators of 

Texas (AMET) honors and recognizes dedicated and deserving contributors to Migrant Education.  At the 2011 

Texas State Conference for Migrant Education in Corpus Christi, TX. on November 11, 2011 awards were present-

ed to one person in each of the following categories:  Migrant Service Coordinator, Educator, Paraprofessional, 

Administrator, Recruiter, and NGS Data Entry Specialist for their distinguished service in Migrant Education through 

their active participation, leadership, and commitment.  

  

In the category of Migrant Recruiter, Juana òJuannyó Garcia, Migrant Recruiter from Bryan 

ISD received the distinguished AMET service award.  Bryanõs Superintendent, Dr. Thomas Wal-

lis, was present at the awards ceremony in Corpus Christi to honor Juanny and show his sup-

port for the Migrant Education Program.  Other Migrant Educators from ESC Region 6 in at-

tendance at the State Conference were Dr. Baldomero Valdez, Bryan ISD Migrant Supervisor; 

Sheri Lowe, New Caney ISD Migrant Administrator; Donna Gutierrez, New Caney ISD PEIMS 

Coordinator; Sylvia Torres, New Caney ISD Migrant Aide; Idalia Summers, Madisonville CISD 

Migrant Recruiter; Christoval Peña, ESC VI Migrant Recruiter; and Linda Aranda, ESC VI Mi-

grant Specialist.      

  

Although Juannyõs time as Migrant Recruiter for Bryan ISD has been only five years, her dedi-

cation and hard work for the Hispanic community in Bryan has extended over 15 years. Dur-

ing all her years with Bryan ISD, she has been a constant source of help by making herself available to anyone in 

the community that may have need of a ride, translator, assistance obtaining food or clothing or just anything 

that was too much for them to handle on their own.   

   

Certainly Juannyõs role as recruiter speaks volumes just by the mere fact that her program is the largest in Region 

VI. This program did not become what it is just by working a regular shift; her hours did not begin at 8:00 A.M. and 

end at 5:00 P.M. Her dedication to this program has meant giving much more of her time and heart to so many 

people in need. So many students are benefiting because of her selfless dedication not only to the MEP but also 

to the community who in a lot of situations would be lost without her.   

   

She has made appearances on local radio shows, advocating the need for the Migrant Program.  She has done 

this even though current political views are less than favorable.  She has done this because she understands the 

tremendous impact education can have on our society by helping students become capable and successful.  
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Several Region VI Districts 

Now Have an ACE  
Ingrid Lee, Education Specialist ð 

Education Service Center, Region VI  
 

No thatõs not a playing card; it is actually a security 

blanket for students and parents in Huntsville ISD, New 

Waverly ISD, Somerville ISD, Latexo ISD and Navasota 

ISD. Students who need that extra level of support are 

getting both academic and enrichment from the staff 

and volunteers who await the arrival of students as 

soon as they are released from classes. The Texas After-

school Centers on Education (ACE) is administered by 

Texas Education Agency (TEA) and funded by the 21 st 

Century CCLC Program administered by the US De-

partment of Education.  ACE, otherwise know to stu-

dents as ò21st Centuryó, offers activities based on four 

components, including academic assistance, enrich-

ment, family and parental support, and college and 

career readiness. Students simply think itõs a fun place 

to go after school to get help and have fun with their 

friends.  

 

Students start their afternoon with a nutritious snack 

and then itõs homework or review time, a part of the 

schedule that parents appreciate very much. As one 

facet of the annual evaluation of the program, par-

ents noted that this was one of the most beneficial 

segments of the day, as their children were assured 

time to complete assignments, study for tests, work on 

projects, or brush up on skills, with assistance from staff. 

Some parents admitted that they had limited time af-

ter work or simply experienced difficulty helping their 

children with some of the new math, so homework 

time at 21 st Century was essential. Students appreciat-

ed the help as well because their grades naturally in-

creased since they regularly turned in homework and 

increased their skills.  

 

In addition to homework time, students are tutored in 

the core areas of reading and math, with a focus in 

areas of specific weakness. Teachers try to make this 

part of the day fun for students by using games, com-

petitions and hands -on activities. By late afternoon, 

students need strong motivation to entice them to 

continue learning, so teachers must plan accordingly. 

They accomplish this by following ACEõs requirements 

of providing innovative and interactive activities.  

 

The highlight of the afternoon is enrichment time. Site 

Coordinators work diligently to offer activities that are 

either unique or new experiences for students or those 

activities that students typically enjoy. In the past, the-

se have included Kung Fu, acting in a musical produc-

tion, recording a song, learning sign language, design-

ing robotics, cooking from their garden, step -dancing, 

learning Wii -Fit, cheerleading, playing music or instru-

ments and computer games.  

 

Coordinators and staff attend ongoing training 

throughout the year to implement in the program. 

Some have attended and made presentations of their 

programs at the state conferences. Personnel work for 

the school districts and rely heavily on volunteers to 

assist with activities as well.  

 

ACEõs goal for students is to improve their performance 

in academics, attendance, behavior, promotion and 

graduation. ACE leaders strive to have students active-

ly participate in learning, and become involved in 

school.  Research has shown that students who do par-

ticipate in afterschool programs will demonstrate these 

results. So how can you help? ACE needs volunteers. 

These students need mentors, tutors, chaperones, and 

those who have a special talent who would like to 

share it. One hour a week would help your local pro-

gram.  If you do not qualify for one of these roles, you 

can always make a donation to assist the program. 

The program accepts donations of supplies, food, 

books or other materials.  

 

To learn more about your After School Center, please 

contact Consuelo Malecek at Education Service Cen-

ter Region VI, Project Director/ACE Communication 

Network Representative for Region VI at 

cmalecek@esc6.net  or 936-435-8376. 
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