Tech Leaders Meeting
February 2, 2007
Present at ESC6:  Dennis Kirkland (Bremond), Josh Hymer (Calvert), Becky Permann (Franklin), Joe Squires (Franklin), John Rice (Iola), Kent Bowman (Lovelady), Marc Barber (New Waverly),  Rhonda Scholwinski (Onalaska), Chris Rodriguez (Splendora).

Present from ESC 6:  Nancy Oliver, Barbara Solow, Robert Wyatt, Susan Mullis, Lynda Degeyter, Dorothy Davis, Jonathan Berry, Levi Johnson, Larry Rymal, Sandra McLeroy.
Districts registered to participate via Interactive Video (DL):   Brazos, Brenham, Buffalo, Caldwell, Centerville (T), Coldsprings, Goodrich, Grapeland, Hearn, Iola,  Latexo, Leon, Livingston, Madisonville, Magnolia, Milano, Montgomery, Navasota, New Caney, North Zulch, Richards, Sealy, Shepherd, Willis
Susan Mullis gave update information regarding Instructional Technology.  She stated that out of the 61 ESC Districts, 36 have completed their Campus Star Charts.  Teacher Star Charts are now required of all teachers, but not prior to the Campus Chart this year.

She also gave updates on ePlans in ESC VI, and asked that you complete updates and participate in the reviewing process.

The Photoshop workshop on 2/1/07 had 50 attendees.  Many thanks to Sheri Kephart from Goodrich, she stepped in and saved the day when the scheduled National person was not able to attend. 
Upcoming events: 21 Century  Skills workshop is March 28, 2007, session # 50300 & 50315, Streaming Video and PowerPoint are Feb. 5, 2007, session #448184, June 4, 2007, session # 48185 and Aug. 6, 2007, session #48186.  IC3 is Feb 20-21, 2007 registration numbers are not available yet.  GeoCashing is April 24, 2007, session #43003.  TCEA conference is next week, www.tcea.org and the NECC is June 24-28 in Atlanta, www.iste.org.  For more information or questions, please contact Susan Mullis at (936)435-8269 or smullis@esc6.net.
Sandra McLeroy gave her contact information and listed the areas that she worked with, such as NovaNet, Streaming, Textbooks and Libraries.  She gave instructions on how to locate her web page.

Upcoming Events:  Streaming Video is scheduled for 3 trainings, Feb. 5, June 4 and Aug. 6, 2007.  There is a user meeting on May 7, 2007 to discuss pricing, contracts and new this year, user agreements.  
Sandra discussed NovaNet fees for providing homebound students with direct access to NovaNet via the internet.  She announced that the online testing of textbooks is coming.  For more information or questions, please contact Sandra McLeroy at (936)435-8268 or smcleroy@esc6.net.
Lynda Degeyter gave updates for Interactive Video (DL).  Virtual Fieldtrips are growing statewide. There was an article in USA Today about virtual fieldtrips and Lynda would like a hardcopy of the article if anyone in the district has one.  Texas is #2 in the region for video conferencing.
Lynda discussed the RUS grant and the FLAP grant.  She stated that there was an increase in TETN sessions pushed out to districts.  The Texas DL Assoc. Conference is scheduled for March 27-29, 2007 at Moody Gardens in Galveston. For more information or questions call Lynda Degeyter at (936)435-8263, ldegeyter@esc6.net.
Tele-health participation is picking up.  This is training for school nurses and counselors; it is broadcast once a month from Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston.  There are currently 4 sites participating.  Next orientation is Feb. 5, 2007 and the next broadcast is Feb. 6, 2007.  If you need more information or would like to participate call Lindy Haley at (936)435-8215, lhaley@esc6.net or Lynda Degeyter at (936)435-8263, ldegeyter@esc6.net. 
Nancy Oliver discussed Email archiving and the New Federal Law.  The State Library URL is:  http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/slrm/recordspubs/email_model.html (Texas State Library Email Policy Model).  She also gave an E-rate update, filing of the 471 ends at 4:59 PM on Feb. 7, 2007 and reminded the districts that they need sign and return their contracts by Feb. 15, 2007 and keep a copy of their contract with their 471.  For more information or questions contact Nancy Oliver at (936)435-8285, noliver@esc6.net. 

Barbara Solow gave an update on the WADA Funds. She stated that the ESC was ready to choose a vendor for the DL RFP.  She gave polycom upgrade information and stated that this would come with a 12 month maintenance agreement and after that the districts would be responsible for providing their own maintenance (ESC will provide vendor information if needed).  Maintenance is not e-ratable through ESC6.  There was no change in connectivity procedures.  Now is the time to decide for the 2007-2008 school year, districts need to make their decision in the next 2 months.  There was mention of polling the tech directors for Active Directory training in the spring or summer.  It could be a 1 or 2 day session.  Superintendents and Tech Directors will be sent information when decision is made.  There is also a LearnKey training which is free for Title IID districts.  For more information or questions contact Barbara Solow at (936)435-8273, bsolow@esc6.net. 

Robert Wyatt gave update on upgrading Imail.  Upgrade will be Feb. 16, 2007.  It was decided that a committee was needed to assist in choosing the best email solution.  Several district directors volunteered.  Robert Wyatt will follow up with that information. For more information or questions contact Robert Wyatt at (936)435-8276, rwyatt@esc6.net. 

Larry Rymal demonstrated the new Starbak system.  For more information or questions contact Larry Rymal at (936)435-8271, lrymal@esc6.net. 

The next Tech Leaders meeting is scheduled for April 4, 2007 from 10:00-12:00.  Register at the ESC website for session #43150.  To participate over two-way interactive video contact Sarah King at (936)435-8266 or email sking@esc6.net.
