Technology Leaders Meeting
May 15, 2007
Present at ESC6:  Duane Wagner (Anderson-Shiro), Eric Stuessel (Brazos), Dennis Kirkland (Bremond), Ann DeBolt, Mike Habermehl, Rod Leer (Brenham), Sharon Chapman, Jonathan Purvis (Burton), Pam Evans (Caldwell), Josh Hymer (Calvert), Steel Cooley, Ryan Vrana (Cameron), Ginger Jenke (Coldsprings-Oakhurst), David Fant (Crockett), Becky Permann, Joe Squires (Franklin), John Norman (Grapeland), Tracie Simental (Huntsville), Kristi McVaugh, Jana Lowe (Leggett), David DeBrock (Leon), James Dickens (Livingston), Kent Bowman (Lovelady), Charlie Brown, Rob Miller (Magnolia), Kevin Terry (Milano), Grady Mangum (Montgomery), Jeannie Reed (New Caney), Dan Arnold (North Zulch), Rhonda Scholwinski (Onalaska), Selwyn Smith (Snook), Chris Rodriquez (Splendora), Allen Foster, Stephen Shannon (Willis)
Present from ESC 6:  Nancy Oliver, Barbara Solow, Robert Wyatt, Lynda Degeyter, Dorothy Davis, Jonathan Berry, Levi Johnson, Larry Rymal, Tammy Walker, David Burleson, Norman Laskie.
Nancy Oliver welcomed the districts.
Lynda Degeyter welcomed new DL members:  Huntsville ISD, Conroe ISD, Bremond ISD, Buffalo ISD.

Lynda announced that the WADA Distance Learning equipment offer is still good for a free set of DL equipment for all new districts joining the DL program.  This offer will be honored until June 30, 2007.

The last TX Connects event of the school year, “Museums and More” is scheduled for Thursday, May 17, 2007 from 8:15-3:00 PM.  Elementary programming will run from 8:15-11:00.  High School programming will run from 11:00-12:00 and Middle School programming will run from 1:00-3:00.  It is not too late to register.  Registration closes today so contact Sarah at sking@esc6.net or Lynda at ldegeyter@esc6.net to register.  This program features Texas content providers who will showcase 30 minute samplings of their Virtual Field Trip offerings.  Examples of the providers include:  Texas State Aquarium, NASA, Texas State Observatory, Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, etc.

Distance Learning Showcase:

· Willis ISD – Allen Foster, Tech Director for Willis ISD shared a recent hour long DL experience that was scheduled for a 3rd grade class.  They participated in a highly interactive virtual field trip with Iditarod musher, Rich Hum in a “Mushing Alaska” videoconference.  A wireless video camera allowed the students in Willis to give verbal commands to a team of sled dogs which directed them through trees and around a snow covered track at the base of the Talkeetna Mts. near Denali.

· North Zulch ISD – Dan Arnold, Tech Director for North Zulch ISD shared a recent DL experience “Meet the Author-Lynn Reid Banks” scheduled for a 5th grade class. This was a live interactive connection with the author of the Indian In The Cupboard series.

· Cameron ISD – Steele Cooley, Tech Director for Cameron ISD shared details of a technology event for Pre-K students called “How Low Can You Go”.  This event featured a day long event of total technology immersion for a group of 4 year olds.  These students experienced the Internet, a Distance Learning connection to The Bronx Zoo, GPS technology, the Smart Board, and cross-district sharing between high school biology students and Pre-K students. 
For more information or questions contact Lynda Degeyter at (936)435-8263, ldegeyter@esc6.net.
Larry Rymal - Instructional Technology Updates
Larry gave a short Skype presentation.  Skype is a little piece of software that lets you make free calls to anyone else on Skype, Video conferencing via Skype.
For more information or questions contact Susan Mullis at (936)435-8269, smullis@esc6.net.

Robert Wyatt – Email Committee Update
Announced that a committee was put together representing schools from 300-4000 students.  The committee is looking at 3 different systems:  First Class, Exchange and Ipswitch’s Imail for additions.  The committee talked about abilities that we are looking for such as:  outage notification, archiving capabilities, a system that is easy to administer and not time intensive and has to be light on bandwidth usage.
Robert is currently in contact with Exchange, Firsts Class and Ipswitch to set up a demo day for the committee to view demos and ask vendors questions.  He will also be inviting a district that is a current user of each email system to view the demos to get the district perspective.

For more information or questions contact Robert Wyatt at (936)435-8276, rwyatt@esc6.net. 
Nancy Oliver - WADA Funds Update 
Nancy stated that a percentage of the funds had been received @ ESCVI and that the RFP for DL had been completed and that half had already been awarded.  The other half will be awarded when the rest of the funds are received during the summer.  Nancy asked the Districts to submit suggestions for the WADA funds.  
For more information or questions contact Nancy Oliver @936-435-8285, noliver@esc6.net.
Barbara Solow – DL Equipment Deployment

Barbara announced that 21 districts still need DL equipment.  It will be August before the rest of the DL equipment is installed due to the funding process.  Maintenance for the first 12 months is paid for by WADA funds and then the district is responsible for maintenance after that.  Barbara will send prices and contact information (Data Projections) at a later date.
Barbara gave an update on Texas Statewide Network which included maps showing the TETN Network and the Internet2 Network.  She discussed the TETN Plus Pilot 2007-2008 Technical Goal and Texas Education Telecommunications Network.  She discussed Internet2 and Primary Goals of Internet2.  She discussed the Stages of the TETN Pilot:  Stage One and Stage Two.   

Upcoming Training:

Barbara announced that there are still seats available for the 2nd session of Managing a Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Environment.  This is session #54782; the cost for both training sessions will be paid by WADA Funds.  Districts can send 1 person per district and if the session is not filled by the end of school, then we will fill the seats with the standby requests that were sent in. 
For more information or questions contact Barbara Solow at (936)435-8273, bsolow@esc6.net. 

Vendors:  Apple, Inc. & Lightspeed
There was a presentation by Mark Ubanks with Apple, Inc. “Show & Tell.  This was an overview of Apple product line.  Mark discussed Servers, Directory Integration, and running other Operating Systems on the Apple Platform.

For more information contact Barbara Solow at (936)435-8273, bsolow@esc6.net.
Lunch – Was provided by Lightspeed. 

There was a presentation by Rob Chambers with Lightspeed on the Lightspeed products:  Web filter, Spam/Virus filter, Bandwidth throttling Application Inventory & Control.
For more information or questions contact Jonathan Berry at (936)4358267, jberry@esc6.net. 

There was a Q&A session and then the meeting was adjourned.
