Tech Leaders Meeting
November 3, 2006
Present at ESC6:  Dennis Kirkland (Bremond), Josh Hymer (Calvert), John Norman (Grapeland), Traci Simental (Huntsville), John Rice (Iola), Kent Bowman (Lovelady), Kevin Terry (Milano), Rhonda Scholwinski (Onalaska), Rosa Ojeda (Sealy), Chris Rodriguez (Splendora).

Present from ESC 6:  Barbara Solow, Robert Wyatt, Susan Mullis, Lynda Degeyter

Districts participating via Distance Learning:   Cameron, Centerville (T), Coldsprings, Franklin, Groveton, Latexo, Leon, Livingston, Madisonville, Magnolia, Navasota, New Caney, Richards, Shepherd, Trinity.
Robert Wyatt was once again introduced as our new Systems Manager for the Technology Services Department. If you were contacting Chris Butler in the past, please contact Robert Wyatt at (936)435-8276 or rwyatt@esc6.net.
Lynda Degeyter gave us an update on new Two-way Interactive Video Members.   She welcomed Milano back to the Two-way Interactive Video program.  They were one of our original legacy DL districts in 1999 and have now rejoined.  Currently, there are 37 ISDs and 2 Colleges in the program.

The Spanish collaborative is doing great and keeps getting better.  This collaborative occurs 6 times a year. 

December 7, 2006 is the annual Texas Connects session.  All ESCs connect together from 8:30-2:00.  This year’s session is titled “Our Community Hero’s” and is for grades 1-3.  A call was made for any ESC 6 district that would be interested in presenting in this session or have any questions contact Lynda Degeyter at (936)435-8263 or ldegeyter@esc6.net and she will send submission information via email.
Barbara Solow stated that Nancy Oliver would not be present at this meeting due to the funeral of our previous ESC Director’s funeral and that Nancy will update on E-Rate and WADA funds at a later date, possibly via E-mail.  Barbara also announced that the WADA funds would be used to upgrade routers and DL equipment to help the districts.
Susan Mullis praised the previous ESC Director, Bobby Roberts and Ralene Renfro for their vision for ESC6.  She conducted the New Texas Star Chart Training and she urged districts to make sure they completed their Campus Star Charts before filing their 470’s and that the Teacher Star Charts needed to be filed sometime during the year. She also called for peer reviewers for the new Tech Plans that must be reviewed and announced the Geo Cashing and Technology Skills for Teachers as upcoming events.

For more information or questions, please contact Susan Mullis at (936)435-8269 or smullis@esc6.net.  

Barbara Solow instructed the districts on how and where to find the AUP (Acceptable Use Policy) and gave bandwidth utilization percentages for the months of September and October.  She stated that WADA funds would not be used for upgrading bandwidth.  ESC6 is looking at other sources to pay for increase in bandwidth which will not increase the districts cost.  She is hoping to hear from outside sources soon concerning the increase in bandwidth.  
Reminder to districts that the CommNet and Two-Way Interactive Video bids for E-Rate are going out as they are requested.  Do not confuse the Bid with the Contract.  Bids do not need to be signed and returned.  Please sign and return only the contract.  The contract needs to be signed and returned when you file your 471.  If you have any questions or need further information please contact Nancy Oliver at (936)435-8285, noliver@esc6.net or Barbara Solow at (936)435-8273, bsolow@esc6.net
The next Tech Leaders meeting is scheduled for February 2, 2007.  Register at the ESC website for session #43148.  To participate over two-way interactive video contact Sarah King at (936)435-8266 or email sking@esc6.net.
