Tech Leaders Meeting

October 10, 2006

Present at ESC:  Duane Wagner (Anderson), Susan Crawford (Big Sandy), Dennis Kirkland and Beverly Swick (Bremond), Terry Bradshaw (Buffalo), Jonathan Purvis (Burton), Pam Evans (Caldwell), Ginger Jenke (Coldspring), David Fant (Crockett), 

Joe Squires & Becky Perman (Franklin), John Norman (Grapeland), Joe Driskell and Cathy Sinsky (Groveton), Tracie Semintal (Huntsville),  John Rice (Iola), David DeBrock (Leon), Kent Bowman (Lovelady),  Kevin Terry (Milano), Braley Beavers and Tammy Reed (North Zulch), Rhonda Scholwinski (Onalaska), Rosa Ojeda (Sealy), Tommy Hues (Shepherd)

Present from ESC: Barbara Solow, Dorothy Davis, Kevin Osborn, Jonathan Berry, Levi Johnson, Nancy Oliver, Judy Gentry, Susan Mullis, Lynda Degeyter.

Cisco guest: Gary Adams, Philip Butler, Mike Miller

DL sites connected:  Brazos, Brenham, Cameron, Centerville (Trinty), Hearne, Latexo, Livingston, Madisonville, Magnolia, Montgomery, New Caney, Richards, and Trinity. 

Robert Wyatt was welcomed as a new ESC member for Technology Services.

Cisco Systems gave an introduction to Cisco Security Agent (CSA).  They also introduced a product called Monitoring Analysis and Response System (MARS).  This is a security management tool that will help ESC6 monitor CommNet network activity and performance. 

Susan Mullis asked for Peer reviewers for the new Tech Plans that must be reviewed. A TETN session for reviewers will be on November 15, 2006 from 3:50 – 4:50pm. This is TETN session # 24489. Please remember that your Campus Star charts must be completed before you complete your 470 forms. For more information or questions, please contact Susan Mullis at (936) 435-8269 or smullis@esc6.net.

Lynda Degeyter gave us some important dates for Distance Learning sessions. The second Friday of each month, ESC Region 11 will be hosting a Distance Learning session titled “In the News”. This is a free service for grades 4-8 from 9-9:30am.

A multi regional Distance Learning session will be held on November 2, 2006. The Texas Battle for Independence session can be a view only or you may join in for 10 minute presentations. This session is for grades 4-7, beginning at 9:00 – 11:30am.  If you are interested in presenting, the deadline for form submission is October 19, 2006. This session may be taped. 

December 7, 2006 is the annual Texas Connects session. All twenty ESCs connect together from 8:30-2:00. This year’s session is titled “Our Community Hero’s” and is for grades 1-3. 

Lynda Degeyter has requested Collaborative Partners for grades 1-5 on the Rainforest. This is to connect with a district in Taft Texas. If you are interested in this or any Distance Learning sessions, or need more information or have questions, please contact Lynda Degeyter at (936) 435-8263 or ldegeyter@esc6.net.

Groveton and Franklin ISD’s have gotten approval from their boards to allow the WADA funds to flow through ESC6. There is approximately one million dollars to be spent within two years. This money is to be spent on Instruction Technology. The maintenance on the Cisco 3810 routers will no longer be maintained by Cisco and funds could be used to upgrade these routers and upgrade distance learning equipment. Some districts requested ESC6 to check into using some of the money for the CSA and MARS systems. It was also suggested that some of the money be used for an outside Disaster Recovery Plan. Another suggestion was to look at a program called Live Classroom. After Nancy Oliver gets the contact information for Live Classroom, she will report back her findings. If you have any questions regarding WADA funds or suggestions for use of the WADA money, please contact Nancy Oliver at (936) 435-8385 (noliver@esc6.net) or Barbara Solow at (936) 435-8273 (bsolow@esc6.net). 
Next Tech Leaders meeting is scheduled for November 3, 2006 from 10:00–12:00 AM.  Please register online at www.esc6.net and refer to session #43147.
